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VENEZUELA. 

By  Consul  Hoiner  Brett,  La  Guaira,  January  20. 

The  Republic  of  Venezuela  consists  of  20  States,  a  Federal  District, 
and  2  Territories,  with  a  total  area  of  393,976  square  miles,  and  has, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  June  30,  1915,  2,810,484  inhabitants. 
More  than  2,000,000  of  the  people  are  peons  of  Indian  or  mixed 
descent. 

Venezuela  is  preeminently  an  agricultural  country.  Four-fifths  of 
the  exports  consist  of  coffee,  cocoa,  and  sugar,  and  it  is  probable  that 
this  proportion  will  increase.  Coffee  has  been  cultivated  longer  than 
any  other  crop  and  is  most  important  of  all.  The  exports  increased 
from  25,392  tons  in  1905  to  83,921  tons  in  1913,  dropped  to  55,044  in 
1914,  and  rose  again  in  the  first  half  of  1915  to  33,959  tons.  While 
there  is  still  room  for  further  expansion  of  coffee  growing  in  the 
country,  the  indications  are  that  greater  attention  will  now  be  paid 
to  cacao  and  to  sugar.  Cocoa  exports  increased  from  12,788  tons 
in  1905  to  17,897  tons  in  1913 ;  in  1914,  16,887  tons ;  and  in  the  first 
half  of  1915,  12,705  tons  were  exported.  In  view  of  the  rapidly  in- 
creasing American  consumption  of  cocoa  it  is  thought  that  the  cacao 
industry  offers  opportunities  to  American  investors. 
Expansion  of  the  Sugar  Industry — Other  Products. 

In  1915  there  began  w^hat  promises  to  be  a  great  expansion  of  the 
Venezuelan  sugar  industry.  One  American-owned,  modern  "  central  " 
began  operations  and  eight  others  are  known  to  be  in  various  stages 
of  construction  or  organization.  Numerous  experts  from  the  United 
States,  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico  came  on  trips  of  investigation,  and  the 
consulate  has  yet  to  hear  an  adverse  opinion  upon  the  future  of  the 
industry. 

Rice  is  grown,  but  in  far  from  sufficient  quantity,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  principal  articles  of  import.  Wheat  is  said  to  do  well  in  the 
higher  altitudes,  but,  in  spite  of  a  duty  of  3.43  cents  per  pound  and 
high  freight,  much  flour  is  imported.  Of  corn  and  beans  enough 
for  local  requirements  is  grown,  though  in  the  markets  prices  are 
always  higher  than  in  the  United  States.  Bananas  are  consumed 
where  grown,  only  an  exceedingly  small  percentage  of  them  ever 
entering  a  market. 

The  Government  taxes  imports  of  all  food  products,  permits  free 
introduction  of  fertilizers  and  agricultural  machinery,  and  in  1915 
appointed  an  agricultural  scientist  to  give  free  instruction  to  farmers 
of  the  Federal  district.  In  1915  the  first  tractor  plow  was  intro- 
duced. 

34825''-48a-16 


2  SUrPLEMENT    10    COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

Stock  Raising — Mineral  Properties. 

No  such  great  herds  exist  as  in  the  early  days.  Exports  of  liides 
and  steers  indicate  that  about  500,000  cattle  are  killed  yearly,  which 
would  indicate  a  bovine  population  of  about  3,500,000,  though  the 
number  is  sometimes  stated  as  being  0,000,000.  Iliere  are  1,288  reg- 
istered breeders,  with  a  total  capital  of  $20,000,000.  The  slaughter 
of  cows  is  ])rohibited.  breeding  animals,  barbed  wire,  and  Avell- 
boring  machinery  may  be  imported  free  of  duty,  and  pumps  at  the 
lowest  tariff  rate. 

The  principal  mining  industry  is  the  production  of  gold  near 
C'iudad  Bolivar,  and  in  the  last  14.1  years  the  output  has  totaled 
13,515  kilos.  There  are  a  few  quartz-crushing  plants,  but  most  of 
the  output  is  alluvial  gold. 

Copper  is  produced  princij)ally  by  a  British  company,  from  mines 
located  at  Aroa.  It  is  said  to  have  made  large  profits,  but  production 
IS  not  now  increasing. 

Magnesite  is  produced  by  an  American  company  from  mines  on 
the  island  of  IMargarita.  Shipments  in  1014  amounted  to  300  tons 
and  in  the  first  half  of  1015  to  3,300  tons.  The  valuation  placed 
upon  the  ore  for  customs  purposes  is  only  $1.03  per  ton.  Parties 
claiming  to  possess  other  magnesite  lands  have  approached  the  con- 
sulate in  the  effort  to  interest  capital  in  their  development. 

Asphalt  exports  decreased  from  81,051  tons  in  1013  to  57,404  tons 
in  1014,  and  in  the  first  half  of  1015  only  8,400  tons  Avere  shipped. 
All  Avent  from  the  port  of  Cristobal  Colon  to  the  United  States. 

Protected  Industries — A  New  Cotton  Factory. 

The  Venezuelan  tariff  is  highly  protective;  under  it  there  are 
factories  making  candles,  cigarettes,  cordage,  furniture,  glassware, 
matches,  paper,  salt,  soap,  and  textiles;  and  breweries,  sugar  re- 
fineries, sawmills,  and  tanneries  manage  to  operate.  These  estab- 
lishments, however,  Avith  taxed  raAv  materials,  inefficient  labor,  small 
capital,  costly  fuel,  poor  equipment,  and  limited  markets,  succeed 
only  in  turning  out  articles  of  poor  quality  at  high  prices.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  those,  like  the  salt  company  and  the  match 
factory,  that  operate  under  monopolistic  concessions;  it  is  less  so  of 
the  shoemaking  industry  and  does  not  apply  to  the  tanneries  and 
the  cotton  mills  of  the  country.  Sole  leather  is  the  only  manufac- 
tured article  that  is  exported. 

During  the  year  the  surtax  of  25  per  cent  of  the  duty  on  imported 
raw  cotton  was  removed  and  now  the  import  tax  is  only  3.43  cents 
per  pound.  Progress  was  made  on  the  new  cotton  factory  that 
Spanish  capitalists  are  building  in  Maracaibo,  and  the  lease  of  the 
Cumana  mills  was  extended  in  favor  of  the  present  holders.  After 
considerable  efforts  the  attempt  to  operate  a  porcelain  factory  was 
given  up.  NotAvithstanding  that  cement  is  on  the  free  list,  a  small 
lactory  operates  successfully  in  Caracas.  It  Avas  expected  that  the 
ncAv  paper  mill  at  Maracay  would  begin  operations  before  now. 

Scarcity  of  fuel  is  one  great  obstacle  to  successful  manufacturing; 
in  Caracas  coal  is  $24  per  ton  and  electric  current  for  poAver  pur- 
poses is  relatiA'&ly  as  costly.  The  principal  industrial  development 
of  the  year  has  been  in  the  installation  of  small  electric-lighting 
plants  for  cities  and  toAvns. 


VENEZUELA.  3 

Banking,  Currency,  and  Finance. 

There  are  three  banks  of  issue  in  Venezuela.  Until  recently  they 
have  done  no  commercial  banking.  There  is  great  need  of  a  bank 
that  will  make  commercial  loans,  but  exchange  is  not  a  problem,  as 
almost  every  large  wholesale  house  has  a  banking  department  that 
buys  and  sells  exchange,  usually  at  better  rates  than  are  oifered  by 
the  banks.  "  Dollar  "  exchange  has  long  existed.  By  Venezuelan 
law  the  American  $20  gold  piece  is  worth  104  bolivars,  the  par  of 
exchange  thus  being  5.20  bolivars  to  $1.  During  the  most  of  1915 
the  price  of  sight  drafts  on  New  York  varied  from  5.35  to  5.30, 
but  in  December,  because  of  heavy  exports,  it  dropped  to  5.18,  or 
slightly  below  par. 

Venezuela  is  fortunate  in  having  a  sound  and  stable  currency. 
The  Government  issues  no  paper  money  and  the  solidity  of  the 
banks,  so  far  as  their  note  issues  are  concerned,. is  never  questioned. 

Railways  and  Shipping — Commercial  Regulations. 

The  country  has  12  railways,  with  a  total  length  of  534  miles;  no 
new  construction  is  imminent.  Only  one  or  two  earn  adequate  in- 
terest upon  the  capital  invested.  With  a  view  to  relief  from  the 
high  railway  rates,  the  Government  has  turned  to  highway  con- 
struction. 

Motor  vehicles  will  no  doubt  relieve  somewhat  the  country's  trans- 
portation problems.  Although  most  of  those  already  imported  are 
pleasure  cars,  there  are  some  trucks,  and  with  the  extension  of  the 
highway  system  the  number  will  increase. 

The  ports  of  Venezuela  are  connected  by  the  steamers  of  a  local 
company  operating  imder  contract  with  the  Government.  There 
are  many  schooners  that  ply  between  these  ports  and  those  of  the 
neighboring  islands  of  Curacao  and  Trinidad,  and  there  is  steam 
navigation  on  the  Orinoco  and  its  branches  as  far  as  San  Fernando 
de  Apure. 

A  peculiarity  of  Venezuelan  commerce  is  that  arriving  vessels 
must  deliver  all  cargo  to  the  customs  authorities  Avho  consider  con- 
signees as  owners  and  make  delivery  to  them  upon  payment  of  the 
duties.  Copies  of  consular  invoices  can  be  obtained  for  a  small  fee 
and  bills  of  lading  have  no  standing  whatever,  so  that  freight  must 
be  paid  in  advance  and  there  is  no  security  in  attaching  shipping 
documents  to  drafts.  All  duties  are  levied  upon  gross  weights,  and 
entire  packages  are  assessed  at  the  rate  for  the  most  heavily-taxed 
article  included  in  them. 

There  are  certain  articles,  such  as  salt,  matches,  shoes,  ready-made 
clothing,  laundry  soap,  imitation  butter,  and  coconut  oil,  the  impor- 
tation of  which  is  either  forbidden  or  so  heavily  taxed  as  to  be  com- 
mercially impracticable. 

Fines  for  Errors  in  Invoices — Credit  a  Necessity. 

Heavy  fines  are  imposed  for  mistakes  in  consular  invoices,  even 
when  trivial  and  made  without  intention  to  defraud,  and  the  only 
safe  rule  for  the  exporter  to  Venezuela  is  to  comply  implicitly  with 
the  instructions  of  the  importer.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  no 
troublesf^me  fees  or  license  requirements  for  commercial  travelers, 
and  goods  never  require  more  than  three  days  to  be  passed  through 
the  customhouses. 


SUPPLEMENT    TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


All  merchants  handle  a  general  line  of  goods  and  sell  supplies 
to  planters  throughout  the  year  against  settlements  to  be  made  when 
the  cotfee  and  cacao  crops  are  brought  in.  On  account  of  this  im- 
perative demand  for  credit,  trade  with  the  United  States  is  mainly 
conducted  through  export  commission  houses  of  New  York  that 
extend  credits  of  G  months  and  charge  interest  at  G  per  cent,  a  rate 
that  local  inorcliants  can  well  alFord  to  pay,  as  commercial  loans  are 
difficult  to  obtain  here  even  at  from  9  to  12  per  cent.  The  number 
of  American  manufacturers  offering  reasonable  credit  terms  and 
selling  directly  in  this  market  has  increased  during  the  past  year. 

Imports  Decreasing — Increased  Purchases  from  United  States. 

The  import  trade  of  Venezuela  is  still  declining  from  the  high 
mark  of  $20,568,9?)0  attained  in  1912;  in  1913  the  total  was  $18,- 
030,204;  in  1914,  $13,987,4Gr) ;  and  in  the  first  half  of  1915,  only 
$6,224,545.  American  exports  to  the  country,  however,  were  greater 
in  1913  than  in  1912 ;  they  fell  less  than  $1,000,000  in  the  disastrous 
year  1914,  and  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  they  were  greater  than 
ever  before  for  a  similar  iieriod.  The  shares  of  the  total  Venezuelan 
imports  furnished  by  the  United  States  during  the  last  10  years  have 
been  as  follows:  Tn  1905,  32  per  cent;  190G,  27.5  per  cent;  1907,  28 
oer  cent;  1908,  24.8  per  cent;  1909,  32.2  per  cent;  1910.  30.5  per  cent; 
1911,  28.3  per  cent;  1912,  33.2  per  cent;  1913,  38.5  per  cent;  1914,  43 
per  cent;  1915  (6  months),  Gl  per  cent.  In  1909  the  imports  from 
Great  Britain  (Trinidad  included)  were  greater  than  those  from  the 
United  States;  in  the  following  two  years  they  were  equal;  but  since 
1912  no  other  country  has  a]i])roached  the  United  States  as  a  sup- 
plier of  Venezuela's  wants. 

The  imports  into  Venezuela,  by  countries,  have  been  as  follows: 


Countries. 

1913 

1914 

Jan.-June, 
1915. 

Countries. 

1913 

1914 

Jan.-June, 
1915 

Oermany 

$2,. 576, 986 

228.563 

722,646 

6,944,136 

1.0a3,626 

4,296,295 

.SI,  589, 966 

156,488 

■  481,087 

5,914,445 

777,638 

2,903,796 

Italy 

5555,633 
1,586,107 

23,212 

.?547,.S28 
1,456,493 

159, 424 

S256,110 

Netherlands... 

All     other 

countries 

Total.... 

441,883 

Spain  

$242, 1.39 

3,803,102 

219,692 

1,2.30,982 

United  .States. 

France 

Great  Britain. 

30,637 

18,030,204 

13,987,465 

6,224,645 

Not  even  the  foregoing  figures  show  the  full  extent  to  which 
United  States  products  are  imported  into  Venezuela,  for  the  imports 
from  Trinidad,  Curacao,  and  Panama  are  largely  of  American  origin, 
although  for  statistical  purposes  the  first  is  included  with  Great 
Britain  and  the  second  with  the  Netherlands.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  United  States  is  now  doing  a  considerable  reexport  trade  and 
there  is  included  in  the  above  table  a  bullion  and  coin  movement  of 
some  importance. 

Imports  in  Detail,  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  Venezuela  in  1913,  1914,  and  the  first  half  of  1916  and 
the  principal  countries  from  which  they  came: 
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Article'!  and 
countries. 


Agricultural  im- 
plemKnts 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Arms  and  acces- 
sories   

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Automoliiles 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

France 

Netherlands... 
Bagging 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Barley,  malted.. 

United  States. 

Germany 

Beer 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Biscuits 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Bottles,  glass 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Butter 

United  States. 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Canned  meats. . . 

United  States. 

France 

Germany 

Carbonic  acid  gas 

United  States. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Cement 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 

Trinidad 

Cheese 

United  States. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 

Italy 

Coal 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Confectionery . . . 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands... 

Italy 

Cordage 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 
Cotton  goods .... 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

France 


5291,843 
90,240 
146,072 
2G,390 
11,833 

265, 574 

124,691 

18,608 

5,045 

23, 578 

20, 915 

C02, 83 1 

135,480 

18,098 

28,  526 

16,841 

SOO,  bti 

4,661 

£69, 248 

6,420 

18, 63S 

147,087 

144 

46,843 

84,438 

998 

10,425 

34,320 

18, 588 

132,007 

18, 193 

19,017 

ti,  994 

114, 782 

1,142 

9,405 

88,809 

14,811 

£23, 861 

164,016 

32, 76J 

116,  UJ 

(i3,508 

125,242 

62, 140 

13,412 

14, 385 

10,375 

624 

5,983 

3,180 

119,464 

47,143 

23,324 

18,412 

16,449 

14,006 

75,787 

731 

3,814 

62,853 

2,672 

113.720 

12,019 

16,375 

':,449 

10.877 

104,718 

39,991 

16,787 

9,866 

5,948 

7,613 

16,618 

93,331 

83,087 

9,685 

3,907,726 

881,203 

1,595,3.54 

137,018 


J218, 
117 

3s: 
lo: 

'A 


10 
2 

3 

99 
59 

2 
11 
11 
12 
56 

3 
45 

4 
134 
19 
62 

4 

28 
91 
34 
13 

6 

1 

7 

18 
85 
78 

1 

2,460 

349 

1,340 

47 


Jan. -June, 
1915. 


f 199, 000 
182,381 
14,846 


(0) 


6, 164 
6,164 


86,337 
85,472 


96,119 

586 

84,331 


3,730 
25,500 
19, 942 


17, 365 
1,343 


12, 567 
44,962 
35,112 
6,604 


0,627 
4,831 


1,627 
109, 235 
104.647 


12,202 

33,883 

25,689 

1,360 


10, 915 
10, 213 


35,016 
23, 649 


7,461 
17.812 
1,775 


12,078 
2,360 
29,160 
18,478 
10,5S4 


27,936 
14,512 
3,286 
3,875 


120 

.5,788 
52,593 
50,236 
(a) 
1,002,124 
209,821 
514,091 
10, 717 


Article*;  and 
countries. 


Cottoi    goods— 
Continued. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Italy 

Cotton    knit 

goods 

United  States 
Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands.. 

Spain 

Italy 

Drugs  and  med- 
icines  

United  States 
Great  Britain 

France 

Germany , 

Netherlands.., 
Italy 

K  arthenware 

and  crockery 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 

Electrical  appa- 
ratus  

United  States . 
Great  Britain. 
Germany 

Engines,     gaso- 
line and  oil 

(motors) 

United  States. 
Great  Britain. 
Netherlands... 

Explosives: 

Powder  and 

dynamite . . 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germanv 

Flour,  wheat. . . 
United  Stales 

Glass,  manufac- 
tures    of, 

n.  e. s 

United  States 
Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands.. 

Gold  coin 

United  States 

Hams 

United  States 

Iron,    domestic 

wares 

United  States 
Great  Britain 

Germany 

Netherlands.. 

Iron,   manufac- 
tures of, 

n.  e.  s 

United  States 
Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands. . 

Iron  pipes  and 

tubes 

United  States 
Great  Britain 
Germany 

Iron,  unfinished 
United  States 
Great  F.ritain 

Germany 

Netherlands 


1013 


$567, 171 
399,092 
223,902 

304,918 
942 
10,120 
26, 183 
63.678 
21,775 

122,220 
17,656 

546.400 
219,609 
36.489 
155,505 
85,673 
16,022 
13,102 

E2,152 
1,352 

8, 509 
30,836 
7,534 

165, 195 

142,246 

5,161 

5,197 


(a) 
C) 
(«) 
(o) 


23,940 
7,222 
3,377 
12,696 
1,282,191 
1,273,679 


107,455 
14,246 
4,926 
5,423 
41,116 
9, 729 
1,568,810 
1,471,798 
88,654 
85,491 

166, 132 
10, 536 
23,082 
93,551 
37, 241 


247,398 
114,312 
71,082 
19,114 

29,680 
8,664 

128,402 

85,047 
38,000 
3,  23.J 
]29,3i;9 
82, 630 
1'.),  6.V> 
9,870 
2, 91? 


?215,373 
211,936 
214,250 

162,072 
697 
4,592 
18,960 
44,740 
16,310 
61,981 
9,005 

472,452 
214,041 
24,540 
122, 790 
64,791 
20,088 
17,888 

34,504 
530 

7, 562 
19, 562 

6,200 

115,388 
65, 895 
37,000 

4,678 


£6, 024 
50, 172 
14,609 
15,861 


18,102 
11,884 
1,818 

886,' 536' 
876, 717 


54,136 
12,476 
8,313 
7,177 

15, 742 
8,812 
f87, 403 
865, 128 
84,349 
80,040 

83,544 
10,453 
11,711 
25,604 
26,543 


107,869 
54,106 
22, 151 

7,484 
11,083 
8,044 

173,511 
108, 540 
29,210 
2,570 
114,759 
•56,021 
17,007 
3,083 
14, 92 J 


Not  reporto  1. 
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Articles  and 
countries. 


Lamps, lanterns, 
and  acces- 
sories  

United  States. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 
Lealhor 

United  States. 

France 

Germany 

Netlierldnds... 

Macliinos      and 

machinery, 

n.  e.  s ".. 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

France. 

Netherlands... 
Machine    parts 
and  accesso- 
ries  

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Franc  > 

Netherlands... 
Nails 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 

Oil,!^asoline,and 

benzine 

United  States. 

Denmark 

Netherlands... 
Oil,  kerosrne 

United  States. 
Oil,  linseed 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netliorlands... 
Oil,  machine 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Oil,  olive 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

France 

Netherlands... 

Italy 

Spain 

Paints,  ordinary 

United  States. 

Gr^at  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands.. 

Paints,   enamel 

and  colors.. 

United  States. 

Germany . . 

Netherlands... 
Paper,  printing. 

United  State's. 

Germany 

Paper,  n.e.  s. . . 

United  States 

Great  Britain. 

France 

Germany. . . 

Net,herlands 
Perfumery 

United  States. 

Great  Britain 

France 


1913 


834,223 

18,Gr,9 

9,228 

2,875 

209, 132 

C8, 174 

88,000 

44,051 

5,718 


,021,011 
730,  r,S9 
133,347 
88,r.S6 
17,079 
41, 810 


1914 


$20,840 

14,298 

7,413 

3,  ,591 

213, 315 

118,467 

51,757 

27,895 

9,458 


600, 012 

407, C12 

30, 745 

59, 277 

7,()40 

29,781 


98,308 
62, 839 
10,061 
5,595 
6,906 
30,499 
18,010 
3,483 
4,769 
2,069 

73, 170 

54,082 

9,561 

971 

170,796 

169,  .358 

16,872 

7,210 

8.51 

5,020 

1,815 

37,354 

30,065 

3, 120 

2,  .569 

107,918 

CO 

(") 

6,R!8 

3,213 

43,938 

31,281 

54,676 

26, 789 

5,037 

6,9.=;5 

2,820 

21,769 

9,063 

8, 525 

2, 351 

32, 5V5 

23,061 

620 

118,839 

25,293 

6,535 

1,839 

25.. 351 

29,437 

101,903 

22,829 

12,496 

43,481 


Jan.-June, 
1915. 


$7,145 
5,592 


1,221 

110,354 

97, 129 

8,949 


1,099 


203, 409 

175,815 

12,516 


1,343 
12,262 


60,910 
65, 125 

1,075 
770 

1,529 
13,421 
10,406 

1,632 


1,183 


36,962 
34,714 


1,753 

97,609 

96,045 

9,722 

8, 456 

452 


132 

17,561 

15,852 

1,032 


60,418 
(") 
(«) 
4,624 

C) 

11,967 
40, 880 
20,617 
15, 620 
1,112 

"'"2,"i92 

9,018 
6,340 


1,308 
14,041 
13,780 


68, 778 

41,353 

4,262 

136 


14,563 
42,224 
9,329 
5,373 
25,653 


Articles  and 
countries. 


Perfumery- 
Continued. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 

Railway  mate- 
rials  

United  States. 
Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Netherlands... 

Rice 

United  States. 
Great  Britain. 

France , 

Germany.. ... 
Netherlands... 

Sardines 

United  Slates. 
Great  Britain. 

France , 

Germany. . ... 
Netherlands.., 
Spain , 

Spices , 

United  States, 
Great  Britain, 

France 

G  ermany .... 
Netherlands.. 

Stearin 

United  States, 
Netherlands.. 

Thread  and 
yarn:  Cot- 
ton and  lin- 
en   

United  States, 
Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands.. 
Italy 

Tools 

United  States 
Great  Britain 
Netherlands.. 
Germany. . . . 

Turpentine 

United  States 

Vegetables: 

Dried 

United  States 
Great  Britain 

France 

(J ermany.. . . 

Wines 

United  States 
Great  Britain 

Franco 

Netherlands.. 
Germany.. . . 

Italy 

Spain 

Wire. barbed... 
United  States 

Wire,  f;alvanize( 

iron 

United  States 
Great  Britain 
Germany. . . . 

Woolen  goods.. 
United  States 
Great  Britain 

France 

G  ermany .... 
Netherlands.. 


1913 


$13,089 
17,931 

365,884 

102,077 

149,377 

16, 102 

43,955 

288,607 

16,281 

9,734 

307 

106,088 

150,986 

221,315 

3,855 

9,635 

14,104 

115,4(14 

21,424 

4ii,  603 

45,S09 

32, 738 

580 

5'<4 

3,942 

2,620 

366,378 

2,281 

283,620 


327,941 
(a) 
(a) 

(°) 
(a) 
(a) 

(») 
64,619 

(°) 
(a) 

W 
(o) 

6,625 
5,693 

11,240 

973 

1,6^2 

5,223 

2,'.>21 

313, 758 

12,5'<1 

23,613 

92,297 

28, 553 

33,814 

(«) 

(») 

132,651 
131,441 

23, ISO 

14,750 

1 ,  463 

5, 754 

222, 516 

4,839 

134, 163 

28,653 

32,465 

10, 193 


1914 


$7,770 
12,588 

223,240 
56, 440 
47,649 
31,959 
17,449 

396,906 
63, 630 
17,0.34 
10,8.56 
80,922 

196,052 

131,766 
(a) 
5,837 
C) 

45,841 
16,036 
44,1.50 
57,7S(4 
43, 161 
(°) 
(°) 
3,372 
3,876 

268,163 
19,365 

207, 788 


236,152 

2, 420 

142,711 

2,818 

32, 4.51 

23.3:13 

17,«88 

83, 752 

53,000 

8, 704 

5,630 

5,352 

6,585 

5,800 

8,031 

1,6^4 

566 

2,715 

1,225 

293, 660 

1,450 

14,373 

56,1.88 

8,474 

25, 887 

47,877 

129,304 

107, 343 

104,091 

J9,(V14 

O.'Uj 

1 ,  S26 

4,001 

126,037 

4,317 

51,211 

21,265 

19, 955 

4,905 


Jan.-Juno, 
1915. 


a  Not  reported 


Trade  in  Agricultural  Machinery  and  Automobiles — Liquors. 

The  United  States  sold  more  agricultural  implements  and  acces- 
sories in  Venezuela  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  than  in  any  entire 
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year.  This  trade  has  been  benefited  because  of  the  good  prospects  the 
war  has  brought  to  the  Veneziiehin  sugar  industry. 

The  automobile  trade  has  increased,  and  in  1915  every  car  except 
one  imported  from  Trinidad  came  from  the  United  States.  Nearlj'' 
all  were  pleasure  cars,  the  trade  in  ti'ucks  showing  little  development 
in  spite  of  the  extension  of  highways  and  the  costliness  of  other 
modes  of  transportation.  The  high  price  of  gasoline  ($0.50  per 
gallon)  restricts  their  use. 

Imports  of  beer  have  been  decreasing,  high  freights  and  import 
duties  both  favoring  the  three  local  brew^eries.  American  brewers 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  any  appreciable  share  of  this  trade. 
Wine  imports  decreased  in  1914  and  again  in  1915.  Spain  supplies 
one-half  the  total,  with  France  and  Italy  following.  There  is  an 
opportunity  here  for  the  sale  of  low-priced  California  wine  in 
casks,  but  some  expenditure  for  introductory  purposes  w^ill  be  neces- 
sary. Imports  of  other  alcoholic  beverages  held  up  well  and  final 
figures  for  1915  should  show^  larger  totals  than  for  the  previous  year. 
The  quantity  supplied  by  the  United  States  more  than  tripled; 
that  from  France  also  increased,  but  there  was  a  heavy  falling  off 
in  the  sales  of  other  countries. 

Imports  of  Cement,  Coal,  and  Railway  Materials. 

High  ocean  freights  and  lack  of  construction  work  rather  than 
the  competition  of  the  one  local  mill  caused  imports  of  cement  to 
decrease  in  1914  and  again  in  1915.  At  present,  directly  or  through 
Trinidad,  the  United  States  is  supplying  all  of  the  reduced  demand. 

In  the  first  half  of  1915  the  United  States  surpassed  Great  Britain 
as  a  supplier  of  coal,  but  it  is  not  probable  that  this  position  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year.  This  market  deniands  briquet 
fuel,  which  is  not  offered  from  the  United  States  as  advantageously 
as  from  Cardiff'.  The  fact  that  the  principal  consumers  of  coal  are 
British  companies  makes  American  competition  more  difficult. 

In  railway  materials  the  United  States  leads  Great  Britain  by  a 
small  margin,  which  w^ould  be  greater  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
so  many  railways  are  British  owned. 

Trade  in  Stearin,  Rice,  Biscuits,  etc. 

American  sales  of  stearin  increased  from  $'2,"281  in  1913  to  $102,839 
the  first  half  of  1915.  The  Netherlands  formerly  sold  all  and  still 
sells  about  one-third  of  the  stearin  used  in  Venezuela. 

In  1914  Venezuela  bought  7,000  tons  of  foreign  rice,  valued  at 
$396,906 ;  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  there  were  4,605  tons,  valued 
at  $382,563,  imported.  In  this  half  year  American  sales  were  17 
times  as  great  as  for  the  whole  of  1913.  Much  of  this  increased  value, 
however,  was  due  to  higher  prices.  Malted  barley  formerly  came 
entirely  from  Germany;  in  1915  four-fifths  or  more  of  it  came  from 
the  United  States,  and  the  total  imports  show  an  increase  since  1913. 

Biscuit  imports  decreased  in  1914  and  again  in  1915,  but  indica- 
tions are  that  American  sales  were  greater  in  1915  than  in  1914. 

The  United  States  sold  more  butter  in  the  first  half  of  1915  than  in 
any  entire  j^ear  previous;  the  total  imports  were  larger  than  for 
19i4,  but  less  than  for  1913. 

Imports  of  flour  were  greater  in  1915  than  in  1914,  and  in  value, 
although  not  in  volume,  probably  reached  the  1915  total.    Except  a 
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small  quantity  from  Trinidad,  which  was  likely  of  American  origin, 
all  came  from  the  United  States. 

The  imports  of  lard,  all  of  which  is  American,  decreased  from 
$155,405  in  1913  to  $132,440  in  1914,  but  in  the  first  half  of  1915 
imports  amounted  to  $105,000,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  the  year's 
arrivals  Avill  be  greater  than  ever. 

Machinery  and  Parts. 

Machines  and  machinery  show  decreased  import  totals  for  each 
year  since  1913,  but  the  United  States  has  lost  much  less  trade  than 
other  countries.  Machine  parts  and  accessories  showed  quite  a  re- 
vival in  1915,  and  total  imports  will  probably  prove  to  have  been 
larger  than  in  the  previous  year.  Electrical  apparatus  and  supplies 
sliow  continued  decreases,  but  American  sales  m  1915  were  greater 
than  in  1914. 

In  motors  British  sales  were  larger  than  American  for  the  first 
half  of  1915.     Ordinarily  the  United  States  dominates  this  trade. 

Imports  of  tools  increased  considerably  in  1914  but  declined  in 
];)15;  the  United  States  supplies  over  85  per  cent  of  the  tools 
imported. 

Cotton  Goods  the  Most  Important  Trade. 

The  cotton-goods  trade  is  the  most  important  in  Venezuela  and 
is  that  in  which  American  trade  appears  to  the  worst  advantage.  Al- 
though supplying  almost  all  the  canvas  and  duck,  the  United  States 
has  been  second  in  the  trade  for  some  years  and  only  in  1913  has  it 
succeeded  in  selling  half  as  much  as  Great  Britain.  American  per- 
centages of  total  imports  were  in  1910,  7.7  per  cent;  1911,  8  per  cent; 
1912,  10.3  per  cent;  1913,  22.6  per  cent;  1914,  12.5  per  cent;  January 
to  June,  1915,  20.9  per  cent.  The  consulate  has  had  numerous  in- 
quiries from  commission  agents  desiring  to  sell  American  piece  goods 
and  some  from  merchants  wishmg  to  purchase  them,  but  a  search 
of  the  records  shows  that  only  one  American  firm  has  addressed  the 
consulate  on  this  subject  in  the  last  three  years.  Manchester  firms 
have  resident  agents  in  Caracas  and  send  members  of  the  firm  to 
consult  with  them  and  study  the  demand  Avhile,  so  far  as  the  con- 
sulate has  been  able  to  discover,  American  exporters  make  no  efforts 
to  obtain  trade.  The  total  imports  of  piece  goods  have  declined 
considerably  since  1913. 

Parcel-Post  Imports. 

Importations  by  parcel  post  are  not  included  with  the  general 
statistics  of  imports  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  state  their  value; 
nevertheless,  they  consist  almost  entirely  of  commercial  importations 
of  silks,  buttons,  laces,  and  other  merchandise  of  high  value  relative 
to  its  weight.  Stated  in  kilos  of  2.201  pounds,  the  arrivals  of  postal 
parcels  have  been  as  follows : 


Year*!. 

United 

States. 

Germany. 

France. 

Italy. 

Great 
Britain. 

Total. 

1913  

Kilos. 
25,622 
24,458 
14,958 

Kilos. 
57,230 
40, 895 

Kilos. 
78, 840 
5.5,945 
14,283 

Kilos. 
27,642 
26,555 
10,289 

Kilo.<!. 
9,  .361 
8,533 
2,179 

Kiloi. 
180,881 

1914 

165, 8^0 

1915  as  months) 

46,946 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  American  merchants  have  not  availed 
themselves  of  the  Parcel  Post  Service  to  the  same  extent  that 
French,  German,  and  Italian  exporters  have.  Its  advantages  are 
that  no  consular  invoices  are  required,  documents  need  not  be  in 
Spanish,  and  shipments  may  be  made  from  interior  cities  without 
employing  a  forwarding  agent.  For  small  shipments  lighter  pack- 
ing may  be  used  (duties  are  levied  on  gross  weights)  and  fines  are 
not  imposed  for  errors  in  customs  declarations  as  tliey  are  for  those 
in  consular  invoices.  The  United  States  Post  Office  Department  has 
asked  that  of  Venezuela  to  reduce  the  delivery  charge  of  30  cents 
now  collected  on  each  parcel-post  package.  The  latter  replied  that 
it  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  so,  but  suggested  that  the  American  de- 
partment reduce  the  postage  rate  of  12  cents  per  pound. 

Exports — The  TJnited  States  in  the  Lead. 

From  $14,500,000  in  1909  the  export  trade  of  Venezuela  increased 
steadily  to  $29,378,029  in  1913  and  then  dropped  to  $21,443,338  in 
1914,  the  decrease  being  almost  entirely  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
3^ear.  For  the  first  six  months  of  1915  exports  were  $12,990,252,  as 
compared  with  $6,937,766  for  the  preceding  six  months  and  $14,- 
505,572  for  the  first  half  of  1914.  The  recovery  indicated  is  progres- 
sive, and  both  private  information  and  the  price  of  exchange  indi- 
cate that  exports  for  the  entire  year  were  as  great  or  gi-eater  than 
for  1913.  The  United  States  has  been  Venezuela's  best  customer 
every  year  of  late  except  in  1913.  In  1914  the  United  States  resumed 
first  place  in  this  trade,  with  purchases  valued  at  $9,345,026,  or  43.6 
per  cent;  in  the  first  half  of  1915  the  American  purchases  amounted 
to  $7,351,831,  or  56.6  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Colfee  constitutes  60  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  and  cocoa  one- 
fourth.  From  25,000,000  bolivars  in  1905  coffee  exports  rose  to  84,000,- 
000  in  1913,  dropped  to  64,000,000  in  1914,  and  for  the  January-June 
period  of  1915  they  were  33,000,000  bolivars.  Cocoa  exports  were 
valued  at  13.400,000  bolivars  m  1905,  25.000,000  in  1913,  20,000,000 
in  1914,  and  17,000,000  in  the  first  half  of  1915.  There  is  every 
probability  that  the  1915  exports  will  prove  to  have  been  the  largest 
on  record. 

The  principal  exports  from  Venezuela,  in  the  order  of  their  pres- 
ent importance  for  the  whole  of  1913  and  1914  and  for  the  period 
January  to  June,  inclusive,  1915,  were  as  follows  (1  bolivar=:$0.193) : 


Articles. 


Coffee 

Cocoa 

Hides: 

Ox 

Goat 

Deer      and 
other 

Gold 

Batata 

Asphalt 

Chicle  and  pea- 
dare 


1913 


BolhnTS. 
83,920,501 
Z-),  154,  OGl 

7, 456, 8S8 
1,728,533 


2,036,176 

10,532,994 
2, 959, 356 

139,912 


iei4 


BolivHTS. 
63,958,08,5 
20, 301, 832 

6,947,&38 
2,134,090 

236. 027 
3,382,366 
3, 619, 812 
1, 498,  735 

625, 871 


Jan. -June, 
1915 


Bolivnrs. 
33, 255, 810 
16, 007, 136 

4,220,048 
621, 921 

213, 069 
3,549,014 
1, 909, 695 

889, 600 

72S,  645 


Articles. 


Cattle 

Meat,    frozen 

ami  salted.. 

Copper  ore . . . 

Sugar 

Toaka  beans. 

Aigrettes 

Rubber 

Woods 

Leather,  sole. 
Divi-divi 


1913 

1914 

Bolivars. 

Bolimrs. 

3, 119, 193 

1,422,014 

68,331 

303, 232 

1,525,000 

1,319,900 

488,  131 

1,301,129 

3,639,200 

48, 308 

3, 250, 985 

103,012 

1,053,695 

656,370 

452, 090 

445,593 

224, 349 

166,455 

454, 127 

636, 045 

Jan. -June, 
1915 


Bolivars. 
710,060 

687,830 
555,000 
449, 033 
445, 223 
434, 817 
383,  W3 
222,621 
221,487 
148, 201 
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Minor  Exports — Excess  of  Exports  over  Imports. 

Other  articles  exported  in  smaller  quantity  are  guano,  alpargatas 
(a  sort  of  low  shoe),  fish  sounds,  cevadilla,  coconuts,  mangrove  bark, 
copaiba  balsam,  cattle  and  deer  horns,  bones,  magnesite,  pearls, 
orchids,  quinine,  sernambi,  and  tobacco.  Coffee  is  shipped  princi- 
pally from  Maracaibo  and  will  be  found  discussed  in  the  report  of 
that  consulate.  Cocoa  is  shipped  from  La  Guaira,  Carupano,  and 
Puerto  Cabello.  Hides,  hoofs,  and  horns  are  shipped  from  all  ports 
and  have  been  increasing,  rather  slowly,  in  quantity  for  the  last  five 
years.  The  United  States  is  by  far  the  largest  purchaser  of  hides. 
Divi-divi  is  a  tanning  material  which  has  always  gone  most  largely 
to  Germany,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  1915  a  lively  demand  arose  in 
the  United  States.  Sole  leather  is  the  onl}'^  manufactured  article 
exported  commercially  from  Venezuela,  Great  Britain  and  the  Neth- 
erlands being  the  principal  purchasers. 

In  1913  VenezAiela's  excess  of  exports  over  imports  was  $11,- 
412,600;  in  1914  it  was  $7,455,872 ;  in  the  first  half  of  1915  it  amounted 
to  $6,788,035.  That  not  all  of  this  surplus  is  needed  to  joay  foreign 
debts  and  interest  on  foreign  capital  invested  in  the  country  is  evi- 
denced by  the  state  of  exchange  at  the  present  writing,  Venezuela 
being  one  of  the  few  countries  in  the  world  where  sight  drafts  for 
dollars  on  New  York  can  be  purchased  for  less  than  their  par  value. 

Declared  Exports  from  All  Ports  to  the  TJnitecl  States. 

The  exports  invoiced  at  all  the  American  consulates  and  agencies 
in  Venezuela  for  the  United  States  during  1914  and  1915  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 


Balata 

Chicle 

Cocoa 

Cofiee 

Copaiba 

Copper  ore  and  matte 

Divi-divi 

Fish  sounds 


$293,  .S68 

130,410 

608, 781 

7,653,619 

30, 312 

239,202 

3S6 

13,868 


S.350,341 
411,490 

2, 5,58,  no 

7,647,044 
24.784 
216,928 
70, 18) 
22,941 


Articles, 


Hides 

Rubber 

Skins 

Sugar 

Woods 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1914 


$1, 401, 724 
179, 893 
363, 114 
14,230 
15, 930 
74,693 


11,019,536 


1915. 


81,846,125 
140, 657 
283,277 
85.184 
28, 651 
57,689 


13,743,402 


The  quantity  of  coffee  exported  to  the  United  States  was  greater 
in  1915  than  in  1914,  but  the  value  was  less.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
low  price  of  this  principal  article  of  export  the  total  value  would 
have  shown  a  large  increase.  Both  in  quantity  and  value  cocoa  ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  were  four  times  as  great  in  1915  as  in 
1914.  The  chicle  bu.siness  continued  its  rapid  development,  and 
hides  showed  a  good  increase  both  in  quantity  and  value,  but  the 
fact  that  sugar  sent  to  the  United  States  was  ten  times  as  much  in 
weight  and  six  times  as  much  in  value  as  in  the  year  before  is  most 
significant.  This  Avas  all  due  to  one  modern  central  that  began 
operations  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  when  it  is  considered 
that  some  nine  or  ten  similar  plants  are  planned  or  are  under  con- 
struction it  seems  possible  to  prophesy  that  within  a  few  years  ship- 
ments of  sugar  alone  will  be  greater  than  all  the  present  exports  of 
Venezuela. 


VENEZUELA. 


11 


Caracas  the  Principal  Commercial  Center. 

Caracas,  the  capital,  is  the  financial  and  commercial  center  of  the 
Eepublic.  A  poor  water  supply  and  sewerage  system  cause  an  ab- 
normally high  death  rate.  It  was  hoped  that  a  contract  would  be 
let  for  the  installation  of  these  requisites,  but  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  has  preferred  to  do  the  work  directly  and  is  pro- 
ceeding with  piecemeal  construction.  Some  progress  was  made  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Numerous  German,  French,  and  Italian  firms  are  in  business  in 
Caracas,  but  only  one  or  two  American  firms.  Many  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  are  represented  by  Venezuelan  agents. 
That  American  products  are  in  high  favor  is  evidenced  by  signs 
such  as  "  Bazaar  Americano,"  "  Agenda  Pan  America,"  "  Tienda 
New  York,"  and  "  Garage  Americano,"  and  by  the  frequent  use 
of  the  American  national  colors  as  advertisements  in  the  business 
district.  In  the  first  part  of  1915,  trade  Avas  bad  and  collections 
poor,  so  that  some  business  failures  of  importance  occurred;  there 
has  since  been  steady  improvement.  The  most  noticeable  trade 
development  has  been  the  laj-ge  importation  of  motor  cars.  Eighteen 
American  automobile  manufacturers  have  agents  located  here  and 
all  have  sold  some  cars.  The  number  of  certain  makes  in  use  is  con- 
siderable. Although  not  a  port,  Caracas  has  an  American  consular 
agency.  The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  according  to 
invoices  certified  at  the  agency  for  1914  and  1915  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

SlOO 

9,097 

2,767 

352,534 

102,064 

Horses 

$3, 400 
16,863 

Cevadilla 

Skins '..  .  .  . 

$12  725 

$276 
300, 716 
142,484 

Total 

CofTee 

403,739 

479,287 

Hid&s 

La  Gualra  the  Principal  Port. 

La  Guaira,  22  miles  by  rail  from  Caracas,  is  the  principal  port  of 
Venezuela.  In  recent  years  it  has  ranked  below  Maracaibo  and 
Puerto  Cabello  in  exports,  but  for  the  first  half  of  1915  it  held  first 
place  in  these  as  well  as  doing  more  than  one-half  of  the  import 
trade  and  more  than  one-third  of  the  total  trade.  The  principal 
steamship  connections  are  by  the  weekly  vessels  of  the  Hed  "  D " 
Line  to  and  from  New  York :  semiweekly  steamers  of  the  Royal  Dutch 
West  Indian  Mail  to  and  from  New  York  and  Europe;  monthly 
Italian  "  La  Veloce  "  vessels  from  Genoa  to  Colon  and  return ;  two 
French  steamers  monthly  from  French  ports  to  Colon  and  return; 
monthly  vessels  of  the  Leyland  and  of  the  Harrison  lines  from 
England  to  Colon,  and  thence  to  United  States  Gulf  ports;  a 
British  vessel  to  way  ports  and  Trinidad  monthly ;  and  the  coasting 
steamers  of  the  Venezuelan  Navigation  Co. 

Aside  from  port  activities,  La  Guaira  is  commercially  of  small 
importance.  The  total  population,  including  its  two  suburbs,  is  not 
more  than  15,000.  It  has  a  brewery,  a  soap  and  candle  factory,  and 
a  sawmill,  and  there  are  a  few  other  small  industries,  but  most  of 
the  business  houses  are  only  branch  establishments  of  Caracas  firms, 
and  there  are  no  large  retail  establishments. 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO   COMMERCE   BEPORTS. 


The  La  Giiaira  Harbor  Corporation  (Ltd.),  a  British  company, 
owns  and  operates  a  mole  and  breakwater  which  make  the  harbor  a 
reasonably  safe  one.  Tliree  steamers  at  one  time  can  berth  alongside 
and  dischaige  directly  onto  the  mole,  and  the  rolling  stock,  cranes, 
and  other  dock  equipment  are  sufficient  for  the  present  traffic. 

Declared  Exports  from  La  Guaira  to  the  "United  States. 

The  following  table  of  exports  declared  at  the  La  Guaira  consulate 
shows  that  cocoa  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  1915  was  more  than 
six  times  in  weight  and  value  that  shipped  in  1914;  that  coffee  more 
than  doubled  in  value ;  and  that  hides  show  a  considerable  gain : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

C'evadilla 

?7,4o4 
32S,  691 
114,242 

21, 138 
232, 363 

29, 690 

$2, 009, 686 

253.505 

859 

327,987 

13,964 

C  oflee 

Gold 

Hides 

Skins 

Articles. 


Sugar 

Tonka  beans 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


$11,738 


3,954 


749, 273 


1915 


$37 
2,895 
8,939 


2,617,872 


The  declared  exports  from  La  Guaira  to  Porto  Rico  in  1914  con- 
sisted onl}^  of  cinematograph  film,  valued  at  $243 ;  in  1915  they  were 
as  follows:  Chocolate,  $1,200;  cinematograph  films,  $8,778;  cocoa 
(21,220  pounds),  $4,244;  total,  $14,222. 

The  Ports  of  Guanta  and  Ciimana. 

Guanta  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry  east  of  La  Guaira.  It  has  a 
fine  harbor  but  is  of  small  commercial  importance.  The  coal  mines 
of  Naricual  are  located  here,  and  a  railway  connects  the  port  with 
these  and  with  the  city  of  Barcelona.  In  1914  the  imports  amounted 
to  $55,300;  the  exports  to  $C9,363.  In  the  first  hixU  of  1915  the  im- 
ports were  A'akied  at  $14,448  and  the  exports  at  $70,972.  Live  cattle, 
hides,  horns,  and  divi-divi  are  the  principal  exports.  The  imports 
come  almost  exclusively  from  the  United  States  and  the  Netherlands. 
During  1915  the  steamers  of  the  Royal  Dutch  West  India  Mail  dis- 
continued calling  at  the  port,  and  the  only  steam  connections  remain- 
ing are  by  coasting  vessels  from  La  Guaira  and  Trinidad.  In  No- 
vember a  disastrous  flood  caused  much  damage  in  the  town. 

At  Cumana,  east  of  Guanta,  an  American  company  has  a  small 
pier,  but  it  is  not  used  by  steam  vessels.  There  is  a  cotton  mill 
in  successful  operation  here,  and  a  fine  plant  for  the  utilization  of 
coconuts  has  been  built,  but,  for  lack  of  operating  capital,  it  is  stand- 
ing idle.  Officially,  the  port  is  called  Puerto  Sucre,  the  town  of 
Cumana  being  1^  miles  distant  and  connected  with  it  by  a  one-mule 
street  car  line.  In  1914  the  imports  were  valued  at  $117,978  and  the 
exports  at  $233,332;  in  the  first  half  of  1915  the  imports  were  $68,675, 
the  exports  $50,022.  Coffee  is  the  largest  export,  but  none  of  it  goes 
to  the  United  States,  although  all  the  hides  and  skins  go  to  the  Ameri- 
can market,  and  the  United  States  supplies  practically  all  the  im- 
ports. Royal  Dutch  Mail  steamers  from  and  to  New  York  are  the 
only  steam  carriers  except  coasting  vessels. 

Trade  of  Carupauo — Minor  Ports. 

Carupano,  ranking  fifth  among  Venezuelan  ports,  is  east  of  Cu- 
mana.    An  American  corporation  operates  a  pier  and  electric  car 
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line,  the  latter  having  been  completed  in  1915.  In  1913  imports  were 
valued  at  $349,295,  of  which  the  Netherlands  supplied  more  than  half 
and  twice  as  much  as  the  United  States.  The  exports  amounted  to 
$872,641,  of  which  more  than  half  went  to  France.  Cocoa  is  by  far 
the  most  important  article  of  export.  From  January  1  to  June  30, 
1915,  the  imports  Avere  valued  at  $199,554,  the  United  States  supply- 
mg  slightly  more  than  either  Great  Britain  or  the  Netherlands;  the 
exports  were  valued  at  $660,697,  of  which  half  consisted  of  cocoa 
gomg  to  France.  Connections  with  New  York  are  b}^  steamers  of  the 
Royal  Dutch  West  India  Mail  or  by  transshipment  at  Trinidad  or 
La  Guaira  and  with  Europe  by  French  steamers. 

The  consular  agency  at  Carupano  was  discontinued  September  15, 
1915.  Up  to  that  date  the  declared  exports  amounted  to  $76,066  in 
value,  as  compared  with  $95,341  in  1914,  and  consisted  almost  entirely 
of  cocoa  and  hides — cocoa,  $65,946  in  1915,  as  compared  with  $79,09  < 
in  1914,  and  hides,  $5,300  in  1915,  as  against  $15,328  in  1914. 

Declared  exports  to  Porto  Rico  consisted  only  of  cocoa,  19,235 
pounds  in  1914,  valued  at  $1,980,  and  25,675  pounds  in  1915,  valued  at 
$12,741.  There  were  no  exports  to  Hawaii  or  the  Philippines  and  no 
returned  American  goods. 

Cristobal-Colon  trades  almost  exclusively  with  Trinidad.  It  is 
the  port  from  wdiich  asphalt  is  cleared  for  the  United  States  and 
which  ships  from  $300,000  to  $400,000  in  value  of  cacao  to  Trinidad 
annually. 

The  ports  of  Cano  Colorado  and  Imataca  were  discontinued  in  the 
latter  part  of  1914  and  that  of  Barrancas  was  established  at  the 
same  time.  The  few*  imports  come  from  Trinidad,  and  the  exports, 
principally  beef  cattle  and  cocoa,  go  to  the  same  island.  The  port  of 
Pampatar  is  on  the  island  of  Margarita,  its  principal  export  being 
magnesite  ore  mined  by  an  American  company. 

CIUDAD  BOLIVAR. 

By   Consular  Agent   'Willia.ui   D.  Henderson. 

Ciudad  Bolivar,  200  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Orinoco,  is 
fourth  in  importance  among  Venezuelan  ports.  Venezuelan  steamers 
connect  it  with  other  national  ports  and  with  Trinidad  and  the 
Scandclla  Line  usually  sends  three  vessels  a  year  from  New  York. 
Occasionally  a  British  steamer  also  arrives.  There  is  river  naviga- 
tion by  steam  as  far  up  as  San  Fernando  de  Apure,  a.ncl  rafts  and 
canoes  bring  hides  and  forest  products  from  Colombia  and  the  south- 
ern wilderne.ss. 

General  Trade — Balata,  Chicle,  etc. 

In  1913  the  imports  at  Ciudad  Bolivar  amounted  to  $1,170,020,  of 
which  $504,541  came  from  the  L^nited  States,  and  $953,711  worth  of 
products  were  sent  to  the  United  States  out  of  the  total  of  $1,988,477 
worth  of  exports.  From  January  1  to  June  30,  1915,  imports 
amounted  to  $276,936,  more  than  half  of  these  coining  from  the 
United  States  and  less  than  one-fourth  from  Great  Britain,  our 
neare&l;  competitor.  Rice,  lard,  cotton  piece  goods,  and  structural 
iron  are  the  most  important  among  imported  articles,  which  arc 
numerous  and  varied  in  nature,  but  principally  such  as  are  suited  to 
the  needs  of  a  population  living  under  primitive  conditions. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   EEPOETS. 


The  demand  for  balata,  a  Irind  of  rubber,  is  greater  in  England 
than  in  the  United  States.  Chicle  production  began  in  1911  with  an 
output  of  593  kilos  and  has  increased  with  great  rapidity,  the  ship- 
ments amounting,  in  1912,  to  1,902  kilos;  in  1913,  to  68,000  kilos;  in 
1914,  to  264,320  kilos;  and  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1915,  to  464,361 
kilos. 

Only  one  or  two  chewing-gum  manufacturers  have  learned  how  to 
handle  Venezuelan  chicle,  but  these,  it  is  said,  find  it  better  and 
cheaper  than  the  Mexican  product. 

Though  eventually  used  in  the  United  States,  nearly  all  tonka 
beans  are  shipped  from  Ciudad  Bolivar  to  Trinidad. 

Exports  from  Cuidad  Bolivar  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  invoiced  at  the  Ciudad 
Bolivar  agency  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1914 

1916 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Balata 

J292.482 

10,851 

130,416 

7, 737 

3,323 

558,028 

173,959 

$350, 148 

2,459 

411,490 

7,342 

2,808 

744,217 

137,083 

Skins: 

Calf 

S4,392 

19,716 

678 

3,131 

1,324 

367 

S5, 161 

25,509 

741 

Chicle     .         ... 

Deer 

Coffee  

Goat 

Gold 

Tobacco 

Hides       ...         ... 

Tonka  beans 

775 

Rubber 

All  other  articles 

1,188 

Total 

1,206,404 

1,688,921 
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